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New Man with
Many Words

Poly Seniors work with new teacher.

by Emily Pintor
Staff writer

New English teacher Mark
Bilovsky joins the ranks of Poly
English and AP teachers.

The new AP Literature teacher
attended UC Santa Cruz. He is
recently married and shares two cats,
Burt and Ernie, with his wife. Bi-
lovsky is well traveled and has been
to 46 states and 9 different countries.
“If I had my way, I'd travel the world
all year long” said Bilovsky.

Prior to Poly, Bilovsky lived in
Santa Cruz and taught at Harbor
High School and North Monterey
County High School, both small,
rural schools.

The Valley native went to Grana-
da Hills High School and graduated
class of 2002. He participated in the
marching band and is still in close
contact with his high school friends.

Teaching offers fulfillment
for Bilovsky. “I like taking these
unfamiliar concepts and making
students see how they relate to their
own lives” said Bilovsky. “A lot of

books in English are written by dead
white men and it is easy for students
to dismiss them without a glance.

I see my job as the bridge between
that gap”.

For Bilovsky, students are the
easiest part of teaching. “I love hear-
ing about what clubs people are in,
what they do with their extra time,
and what they are into. Teenagers
continue to impress me with their
interests and ability to cope with
serious issues” said Bilovsky.

Books have had a huge influence
on Bilovsky’s love for English, but
more importantly, the art of teaching
itself has had a greater impact on his
career choice. “I think learning is
part of being human. There is no one
that hates learning and I love being
part of that process” stated Bilovsky.

Bilovsky is the son of a retired
teacher and principal, so growing
up he believed he was not going to
continue on that same path. “After a
while I realized that every job I had,
the things I liked the most about the
job had to do with teaching. I loved
training new employees, working
with youth, and I loved talking about
books and writing. I think I was the
last one to realize that this is what I
was going to end up doing.”

Bilovsky says of Poly that
“Teachers are dedicated and are
doing extra work, administrators
have student interest at the heart of
all of their actions, and the students
work hard and are strong advocates
for themselves. It is a wonderful
environment to be in”.
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SHAKESPEART

From the Office to
the Classroom

by Kate Martinez
Staff writer

Gracie Banuelos continues
to make history at Poly with
her first official teaching job as
a new History teacher.

Banuelos has been on Poly
grounds for a while, working
ten years as a secretary. She
started out at Beyond the Bell,
a program which provides
afterschool courses to aid
students.Banuelos then worked
as a substitute for LAUSD for
about six months.

“I worked really hard and
attended college at the same
time, finishing my education.”

She is extremely passion-
ate about US history saying,

“I was supposed to major in
English, and when I took two
history classes, it just changed
my whole way of thinking. The
classes were not boring for me,
they were interesting ... That’s
when I knew history was for
me”.

Banuelos loves being a
teacher and enjoys having a
positive effect on her students.
“It’s really rewarding to be a
positive influence to students
that need just a smile some-
times ...someone positive to
help them through these dif-

ficult teenage years.”

Her inspiration for pursu-
ing a teaching career derived
from her 6th grade teacher,

Mr. Reed. “He was the type of
teacher that saw the good in
everybody and focused on that.
He knew the negatives of his
students, but he grasped on to
their positives and just worked
off of that”.

“He made it so exciting, that
we were eager to learn. He was
tricking us into learning boring
subjects; he would hype it up
so much that it was just fun.”
said Banuelos.

Banuelos’s motto is to treat
others the way you want them
to treat you. “I believe if you
respect people, smile to people,
and treat them well, you will
end up being treated well in
return.”

She says the easiest part
about teaching is being sup-
portive and encouraging. “It’s
in my nature, it’s naturally who
lTam.”

Banuelos believes the most
difficult part is attempting to
help a student that keeps turn-

ing her down. “It’s sad and hard

to not be able to capture all the
students equally ... to see them
choose not to do well when
they’re able to.”

But all work and no play,
makes Banuelos a dull lady,
which is why she has a life
outside of Poly. She’s happily
married, with three children:

Javier, Daniel, and her baby
girl Crystal.

Cooking is her passion and
there was a time when she
watched nothing but cooking
shows, especially her favorite
show Diner, Drive-ins and
Dives. She said she likes to
cook many dishes; Mexican
(which she grew up with), Ital-
ian, Chinese, etc.

Another passion of hers is
music. Banuelos played piano
for six years and has a wide
range of genres she enjoys.
“Anything that makes me move
and that has rhythm and beat,

I love it. Because I also love
dancing” laughed Banuelos.
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Emily Pintor The world’s smallest woman, a IT ? S A FRE AK SHOW to be carefree and child-like.

Staff writer lobster handed man, and a pair of con- Mars wants to be a star and will do anything to achieve it.
joined twins are just a few of the so called She is charming and sharp and her charisma vibrates through
“freaks’ the new season of American Horror Story has to offer. These her fur coats and dark sunglasses. Her motives and challenges will
unique characters are a lot more than the surface shows. surely unravel later through the series.
American Horror Story Freak Show, set in Jupiter, Florida She believes her new group of freaks will lead ev-
in the 1950’s, did not disappoint last Wednesdays night. eryone, or at least Mars, into stardom. Whether the freaks are
Viewers got a sight of the horrific and unique characters happy or not, the circus is the safest place for them to be.
this season will explore. One of the most mysterious characters noted in the first
Again creators and producers Ryan Murphy and episode is the violent clown who constantly patrols the
Brad Falchuk create a beautifully horrific world that city for his next victim. He has the same ghastly expres-
weirdly parallels our common day lives. The Freaks sion on his face and says nothing, but his motives may
are merely seeking somewhere to belong and be a part be linked to a dire experience the viewers will learn of
of. later.
Fraulein Elsa Mars (Jessica Lange) is the ring The characters deal with more hardships than just
leader and star of this season’s new plot. Her circus their deformities. They have to constantly hide in the
is facing some difficulties, little revenue and only two shadows and when they finally step out, they face vio-
customers. She sets her sites on Bette and Dot Tattler, lence. Almost all of the ‘freaks’ are kind-hearted and share
conjoined twins (Sarah Paulson), in hopes of giving her the same values as any other person.
failing business a surge of life. Though it is a freak show full of unusual and almost
Though Bette and Dot share the same body, they do not freighting characters, they may be more similar to us than we
share the same beliefs. There is a clear struggle that is seen be- think. American Horror Story Freak Show can be seen every
tween the sisters. Bette is skeptical and controlling while Dot seems Wednesday on FX.
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Friday Night Fight

By Michael Manzano
Staff writers

In the rival game
against North Hollywood,
tensions peaked when
two players from both
teams started to brawl.

After multiple attempts
by the referees, Poly ad-
ministrators intervened to
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Referee stops the brawl.

break up the fight.

The hot-headed bunch
were finally disbanded.
Although Poly scored a
few more touchdowns,
Poly leaves the game with
a loss.
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Photo by Jonathan Femat

By Jonathan Femat
Staff Writer

Poly’s offensive right guard,
Anthony Luna is sidelined
for the season after receiving
a traumatic brain injury, in
an off campus game at Helen
Bernstein High School.

A traumatic brain injury oc-
curs when an external force
traumatically injures the
brain.

Luna stated “It was a play
where I had to pull and lead
block for the running back
and myself, then a lineman
and I collided helmet to
helmet we fell back due to the
impact”.

The consequence for a con-
cussion injury in California is
players have to be sidelined
for at least a week before
returning to play.

Though doctors told Luna he
could not play for six weeks,
his coach said otherwise and
ended Luna’s season early,
due to health concerns.

Tackled
out of
season

Luna was expecting
to play for the entire season
but due to his injury he will
no longer play his last year at
Poly.

He stated “it sucks because
it’s my senior year and I want-
ed to play with all the people I
started with.”

By Jonathan Femat & The

Kate Martinez Dons of

Staff writers Verdugo
Handed
the Par-

rots their fourth home loss of
the season Friday night, a 26-
14 shellacking. Poly now ranks
last in the East Valley League.
Undefeated Arleta and Grant
are one and two respectively.
To get out of being last in

the ranks Varsity coach, Jose
Campos said “we’ve got to try
to win two out of the next three
games.”

The Parrots got off to a slow

start, trailing 20-6 at the half.
Behind 26-6 after three, the
parrots cashed in on a short
drive to make the final score
respectable.

“I feel that we didn’t execute
very well, we can’t dictate a
win without scoring points
offensively. All and all I think
we played well, we just didn’t
execute, if we did we would’ve
came out victorious.” stated
Campos.

Campos praises his star players,
“I don’t like to single anyone
out but our most experienced
and returning plavers like our

Parrots

Photo by Victor Garcia
quarter back Scott Diaz, wide
receiver George Willkon, and
linemen Javier Uribe and An-
thony Luna.” Both line backers
are on the injured list.

Injuries continue to plague the
parrots with overall 13 play-
ers on the injuried list, with 9
previously injured and 4 from
Friday’s game; Erick Espi-
noza, Edgar Rodriguez, Aaron
Esqueda, and Scott Diaz.

The Dons will entertain Grant
on Friday, while poly goes on
the road to play league-leading
Arleta.

spiked by Mustangs
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Karen Garcia blocks the bail. Photo by Victor Garcia

By Jonathan Femat

Staff writer The Poly

Parrots’
Volleyball team lost Mon-
day’s home conference match
against Arleta by a score of
3-2. The Parrots were off to a
great start with the first match
ending 27-25.

The Mustangs took
revenge leaving the Parrots
in the dust 25-6.The Parrots
quickly took charge ending
the third set at 25-14.

The fourth set ended at a close
match with Mustangs in the
lead at 25-20.

Parrots held off the Mustangs
15-6 ending the last set of the
game with the Mustangs in
the lead.

The Parrots last faced the
Mustangs on September the
15, and lost the game 3-0. Par-
rots came back but lost by one
set on Monday’s home game.

Parrots

conquer
Knights

Girls tennis prevail on the
court.

by Kate Martinez
Staff writer

Poly girls’ tennis
team conquers SOCES in a
home game with a score of
5-2, on October 13, 2014.

Girl’s tennis coach,

Evan Rabins stated, “A
great effort from our girls,

as our best player was out
sick. Basically, everyone
shifts up a spot, and the girls
performed heroically, for the
most part.”

Number one singles
player, Rosset Limbo un-
able to play on Monday,
is substituted by number
two singles player Angela
Lawenko, who won her set
8-2.

Rabins then said,
“When Angela is getting her
first serve in, she’s really, re-
ally tough. The poor girl on
the other team didn’t even
see half of them.”

“The real hero of the
match, though, was Alexia
Barrera, who won her first
match ever playing singles,
against some really solid
competition,” said Rabins.
Barrera won her set with
8-5.

All of Poly girl’s doubles
players won their sets,
“Doubles one was Kristine
Aqui and Maria De La Rosa.
They were ahead 5-2, yet
lost control and fell behind
6-5. From that point on,
though, they really played
well under pressure and won
8-6.”

“A very gratifying year
continues
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Maria De La Rosa racquet ready.




